
8. Can we advertise using the Bio-Siegel?

The increasing use of the Bio-Siegel refl ects the growth trend of the organic 
sector. Since its introduction in September 2001, and until October 2006, 
over 1,800 companies have reported the use of the label on more than 
34,000 products.

Using the Bio-Siegel for advertising is both possible and desirable. Notifi cation 
is not required provided that the respective products may be labelled with 
the Bio-Siegel. Hence price tags that mark or shelves which display organic 
products may bear the Bio-Siegel. Also, hanging advertising signs or window 
stickers may be used. For these purposes, the maximum label size may be 
exceeded.

9. What about other organic food labels existing to date?

The Bio-Siegel replaces neither the labels used by organic producer associ-
ations nor trademarks. Instead, it allows consumers, on the basis of criteria 
valid throughout the EU, to clearly distinguish organically produced foodstuffs 
from food that was produced conventionally.

In addition to the basic information provided by the Bio-Siegel, producers and 
suppliers may communicate additional characteristics of their products through 
marketing concepts. These concepts may be specifi cally oriented towards 
target groups, sales locations and products.

10. What happens if the Bio-Siegel is used unlawfully?

Products bearing the Bio-Siegel unlawfully can be withdrawn by the 
appropriate authorities. In addition, the Organic food Labelling Act provides 
administrative fi nes of up to 30,000 euros.

The German Patent and Trademark Offi ce protects the Bio-Siegel as a 
trademark. As the owner of the trademark, the Federal Ministry of Food, 
Agriculture and Consumer Protection shall refer any civil claims for damages or 
applications for an injunction for prosecution. 

Links

EU Regulation on Organic Farming, Eco-Labelling Act, 
Eco-Labelling Ordinance www.bmelv.de 
For the latest news on the Bio-Siegel and for online registration in order 
to use it, please visit: www.bio-siegel-de
For the latest news on organic farming, please visit: www.oekolandbau.de

For further information, please contact:

Bundesanstalt für Landwirtschaft und Ernährung
Referat 512
- Bio-Siegel Information Centre -
53168 Bonn
Tel.: +49 (0)228 6845 3355
Fax: +49 (0)228 6845 2907
Email: bio-siegel@ble.de
Internet: www.bio-siegel.de
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     Richtlinien für Farbbilder
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FONTS --------------------------------------------
Alle Schriften einbetten: Ja
Untergruppen aller eingebetteten Schriften: Ja
Untergruppen, wenn benutzte Zeichen kleiner als: 100 %
Wenn Einbetten fehlschlägt: Abbrechen
Einbetten:
     Schrift immer einbetten: [ ]
     Schrift nie einbetten: [ ]

FARBE --------------------------------------------
Farbmanagement:
     Einstellungsdatei: 
     Farbmanagement: Alle Farben in sRGB konvertieren
     Wiedergabemethode: Fotografisch
Arbeitsfarbräume:
     Graustufen Arbeitsfarbraum: 
     RGB Arbeitsfarbraum: ECI-RGB.icc
     CMYK Arbeitsfarbraum: ISO Coated
Geräteabhängige Daten:
     Unterfarbreduktion und Schwarzaufbau beibehalten: Nein
     Transferfunktionen: Entfernen
     Rastereinstellungen beibehalten: Nein

ERWEITERT ----------------------------------------
Optionen:
     Überschreiben der Adobe PDF-Einstellungen durch PostScript zulassen: Nein
     PostScript XObjects zulassen: Ja
     Farbverläufe in Smooth Shades konvertieren: Ja
     Geglättene Linien in Kurven konvertieren: Ja (Grenzwert für Glättung: 0.1)
     Level 2 copypage-Semantik beibehalten: Ja
     Einstellungen für Überdrucken beibehalten: Ja
          Überdruckstandard ist nicht Null: Ja
     Adobe PDF-Einstellungen in PDF-Datei speichern: Nein
     Ursprüngliche JPEG-Bilder wenn möglich in PDF speichern: Nein
     Portable Job Ticket in PDF-Datei speichern: Nein
     Prologue.ps und Epilogue.ps verwenden: Nein
     JDF-Datei (Job Definition Format) erstellen: Nein
(DSC) Document Structuring Conventions:
     DSC-Kommentare verarbeiten: Ja
          DSC-Warnungen protokollieren: Nein
          EPS-Info von DSC beibehalten: Ja
          OPI-Kommentare beibehalten: Nein
          Dokumentinfo von DSC beibehalten: Ja
          Für EPS-Dateien Seitengröße ändern und Grafiken zentrieren: Ja

PDF/X --------------------------------------------
Standards - Berichterstellung und Kompatibilität:
     Kompatibilitätsstandard: Nein

ANDERE -------------------------------------------
Distiller-Kern Version: 7050
ZIP-Komprimierung verwenden: Ja
ASCII-Format: Nein
Text und Vektorgrafiken komprimieren: Ja
Minimale Bittiefe für Farbbild Downsampling: 1
Minimale Bittiefe für Graustufenbild Downsampling: 2
Farbbilder glätten: Nein
Graustufenbilder glätten: Nein
Farbbilder beschneiden: Ja
Graustufenbilder beschneiden: Ja
Schwarzweißbilder beschneiden: Ja
Bilder (< 257 Farben) in indizierten Farbraum konvertieren: Ja
Bildspeicher: 524288 Byte
Optimierungen deaktivieren: 0
Transparenz zulassen: Nein
ICC-Profil Kommentare parsen: Ja
sRGB Arbeitsfarbraum: sRGB IEC61966-2.1
DSC-Berichtstufe: 0
Flatness-Werte beibehalten: Ja
Grenzwert für künstlichen Halbfettstil: 1.0

ENDE DES REPORTS ---------------------------------
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22761 Hamburg, Germany
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How to Use the Bio-Siegel: 
Ten Questions and Answers

1. What is the Bio-Siegel?

The Bio-Siegel is the unifi ed umbrella label for organic produce in Germany. It 
stands for controlled organic production. The Bio-Siegel makes a clear state-
ment: “If it’s labelled organic, it is organic.”

2. What is the legal basis for the label?

The German Organic food Labelling Act (ÖkoKennzG) of 10 December 2001 
provides the legal basis for the Bio-Siegel. The law lays down penal provisions 
and administrative fi nes, amongst others, if the Bio-Siegel is misused. As for as 
the criteria for using the Bio-Siegel are concerned, the Organic food Labelling 
Act refers to the requirements stated in the EU Regulation on Organic Farming 
(Regulation [EEC] No. 2092/91 and subsequent acts). All agricultural products 
produced and inspected according to this regulation may bear the Bio-Siegel.

The German Eco-Labelling Ordinance (ÖkoKennzV) of 6 February 2002, 
last amended by the regulation of 30 November 2005, lays down the details 
concerning the design and use of the Bio-Siegel. The regulation states an 
obligatory notifi cation prior to the fi rst use of the Bio-Siegel.

3. Which products can be labelled?

One may use the Bio-Siegel for all non-processed agricultural products and 
agricultural products intended for human consumption falling under the scope 
of the EU Regulation on Organic Farming. At least 95% of the agricultural 
ingredients contained in processed products must come from organic 
production. The remaining ingredients of agricultural origin must be listed in 
Annex VI Part C of the EU Regulation on Organic Farming.

Given the fact that the EU Regulation on Organic Farming does not yet con-
tain special provisions for winemaking, the Bio-Siegel may be used for wine 
only in direct connection with the reference: “Wine made from organically 
grown grapes”. Aquacultural products (e.g. fi sh or algae from fi sh farming) 
do not yet fall within the scope of the EU Regulation on Organic Farming. 
Products from hunting wild animals and from fi shing are not subject to the EU 
Regulation on Organic Farming. Neither are medicines and cosmetics.

Foods enriched with vitamins or minerals, feedstuffs and agricultural products 
produced during a farm’s transition to organic farming must not be labelled 
with the Bio-Siegel. 
Restaurants, cafeterias, etc. certifi ed in accordance with the EU Regulation on 
Organic Farming may also use the label to mark meals and meal components. 

4. Can imported goods be labelled with the Bio-Siegel?

Yes, you may label all imported products which have been produced and 
inspected in accordance with the EU Regulation on Organic Farming with the 
Bio-Siegel if at least 95% of their ingredients come from organic production. 
This includes organically grown products from within the EU as well as produce 
from non-EU countries (third countries) for which there are special provisions.

The Federal Agency for Agriculture and Food (BLE) is the competent authority 
according to article 11 (6) of the EU Regulation on Organic Farming to issue 
the licence required to market produce imported from third countries. 

5. Are there any charges for using the Bio-Siegel?

There is no obligation or cost for using the Bio-Siegel. It is also easy and non-
bureaucratic, an additional advantage for anyone wanting to use it.

6. Do we have to notify the authorities prior to the use 

 of the label?

According to the German Eco-Labelling Ordinance, users of the Bio-Siegel must 
fi rst notify the Bio-Siegel Information Centre at the BLE prior to the fi rst use 
of the label. Market operators wishing to use the Bio-Siegel must notify the 
Centre of their intention and shall submit one sample label (attached to one 
A4 sheet) for each product to the Bio-Siegel Information Centre. In order to 
register, you may use the notifi cation form provided in the German Eco-Label-
ling Ordinance. 

The completed notifi cation form may be sent to the Bio-Siegel Information 
Centre either by fax, post or email. Online registration is also possible via 
www.bio-siegel.de/produktanzeige. Once a company has registered, it shall 

receive access data by email and then may update its entries or may list 
further products to be labelled with the Bio-Siegel. For reasons of data pro-
tection, data shall only be published about companies that have expressed 
their agreement when they registered their products. 

Shops that sell products bearing the Bio-Siegel do not need to register if 
they do not label or prepare these products in any way, or if they have oth-
ers label or prepare these products for them under the EU Regulation 
on Organic Farming.

7. Which basic requirements do we need to observe in  

 terms of graphic design?

You may download Bio-Siegel artwork templates at www.bio-siegel.de or 
they may be ordered via email or on CD-ROM from the Bio-Siegel 
Information Centre at the Federal Agency for Agriculture and Food. 
The templates are available in most common fi le formats and include 
information on how to label packages and promotional items.

For labelling, the provisions of the German Eco-Labelling Ordinance need to 
be observed. For instance, in terms of graphic label design, this translates 
into the following: the minimum label size is 10 mm, the maximum size 
33 mm – measured from the outer left to the outer right edge of the green 
rim. However, the label’s maximum width may only be used to the point 
where the “B” in Bio does not exceed 60% of the largest letter contained 
in the name of the advertised product. The 60% rule does not apply when 
using the minimum label size. The label must be contained within both a 
white outline and a green frame of equal width. The spatial relation of its 
words and graphic elements may not be modifi ed. 

Label users may refer to a corporate design handbook on the unifi ed use of 
the Bio-Siegel for hints, graphic details and models (e.g. regarding the 
options “harmonised colours” or “transparent background”). This handbook, 
including a CD-ROM (see above), can be obtained from the Information 
Centre or may be downloaded, in PDF format, at www.bio-siegel.de
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